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Zungaria, and it leads up to the Kirghz steppes. It consists of an
enormous valley which was the gateway through which all the
desert tribes, the Huns, the Tartars, and the Turks, started upon
their marauding expeditions against Europe.
South of the Tarim basin, due south-west to be more accurate,
the landscape becomes exceedingly complicated. The Tarim basin
is cut off from the valley of the Oxus or the Amu-Darya (which
loses itself in the Aral Sea) by a high plateau, the Plateau of
Pamir, also called the Roof of the World. The Pamir mountains,
already known to the Greeks, were on the direct route from Asia
Minor and Mesopotamia to China. They were a good deal of a
barrier, but could be crossed by a few difficult mountain passes.
These passes average between 15,000 and 16,000 feet in height
Remember that Mont Blanc is only a litde over 15,000 feet high.
Then you get some idea of a mountainous territory where the
passes lie at a higher altitude than the highest mountain tops of
Europe and America, where the mountains themselves therefore
dwarf anything we ourselves have to offer in the shape of crinkled
globe-crust
But the Pamir plateau is merely a beginning. It is a sort of
terminal from which the big mountain-ranges radiate in all direc-
tions. There is the Tien-shan range, which I have already men-
tioned, running north-eastward. To the east there is the Kucnlun
range, which cuts Tibet off from the Tarim basin. There is the
Karakoram, which is short but very, very steep; and finally we
have the Himalaya range, which in the south cuts Tibet off from
India and which breaks all records for * highest above sea-level/
with altitudes of nearly five and one-half miles, reached by both
Everest (29,141 feet) and Kinchinjinga (28,146 feet).
As for the plateau of Tibet, with an average height of 15,000
feet, it is indeed the most elevated country in the world. The
Bolivian plateau in South America is between 11,000 and 13,000
feet high, and supports a population of nearly three millions,
whettas Tibet, which, covers an area equal to one-fifth of that of
Russia in Europe, has a population of about two million people,
lliis sbows to what extremes of air-pressure the human body
can accustom itself Tourists who have crossed the Rio Grande